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respect, for it is of importance that the body should arrive
at the hospital before decomposition sets in.

Arrived at the hospital, the medical officer must at once Medical officer's
commence the post mortem, and he will of course see that u y>
this is most carefully done. The medical officer's duty is to
ascertain the cause of death, and he should be careful not
to listen to any story that may be told him by the persons
who bring the body, but should simply form his opinion
on the facts which he is able to elicit from his examination.
In cases of suspected poisoning, he has of course to send the
stomach and the purged and vomited matter, together with
any cloths,, implements, &c., to the chemical examiner.
Here, again, too much importance cannot be attached to the
necessity of seeing that these articles are put in clean vessels,
and are safely and securely sealed. An instance has occurred,
in which viscera have been placed in a vessel which had
formerly contained arsenic, and had been carelessly cleaned.
This was discovered by arsenic being detected on the out-
side of the stomach. Enquiries were made, and it was then
elicited that the jar had not been carefully cleaned. Other
cases have occurred, in which there have existed strong
grounds for believing that the articles sent for examination
had been tampered with whilst in transit, and arsenic
inserted. Whilst on this subject, it is as well to impress
upon sub-magistrates that arsenic in a soluble form, does
not mean arsenic that has been digested. This is by no
means an uncommon error on the part of native sub-magis-
trates, who, when they receive the chemical examiner's
certificate, that arsenic in a soluble form has been found, at
once conclude that the arsenic so found, must have passed
into the stomach by the ordinary natural means of the
mouth and the throat. This is not the case, and arsenic
added to the viscera after the post mortem examination, would
present exactly the same appearance as arsenic which had
been administered by natural means. It would be reported
as existing in a soluble form. It will therefore at once be
seen how great is the importance of care and cleanliness in
securing viscera and other substances believed, to contain